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FORUM ON ANIMAL LAW AT BAR ASSOCIATION OF 

SABADELL  

The Committee for Animal Law and Welfare Defense and the Committee for Continuing 

Legal Education of the Bar Association of Sabadell (ICASBD), in cooperation with the 

International Center for Animal Law and Policy (ICALP) of the Autonomous University of 

Barcelona (UAB) held a Forum dedicated to Animal Law, which was primarily aimed at 

legal professionals and local population.   

 

  

The Conference Room of the Bar Association of Sabadell 

 

The purpose of this event was to present and discuss the main themes related to this 

growing legal discipline, whose issues also affect some areas of veterinary science. For 

this reason, it brought together lawyers and veterinarians, representing academia, legal 

practice and medicine, in order to learn from each other. With this initiative, the ICASBD 

cooperated with ICALP, a pioneer center of research in animal studies, run by Professor 

Teresa Giménez-Candela, who works with an international and interdisciplinary team to 

ensure the protection and respect for all animals within the legal system. An issue 

concerning this matter can embrace various scientific, ethical and legal aspects. 

Consequently, the dialogue between professionals of different disciplines is the best 
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way to tackle problems and find reasonable solutions, overcoming the boundaries of 

each single field of competence.  

 

The Forum was comprised of three sessions. At the beginning of each one, Ms. Isabel 

Garcia Ruiz, the chairwoman of the Committee for Animal Law and Welfare Defense of 

ICASBD, introduced the speakers and presented the topics. At the end of the speeches, 

she invited the audience to ask questions, and moderated the debate.  

                                                             

  

Professor Dr. Teresa Giménez-Candela and Ms. Isabel Garcia Ruiz, chairwoman of the 
Committee for Animal Law and Welfare Defense of ICASBD  

(Photo courtesy of ICASBD) 
 

The first session took place on February 22, 2017, with the topic “Dret Animal: origens i 

reptes actual” (Animal Law: Origins and Current Challenges). The speaker was Professor 

Dr. Teresa Giménez-Candela, founder of the Master in Animal Law and Society at UAB, 

and director of ICALP. This renowned jurist delivered a masterful lecture on Animal Law 

in a clear and lucid manner. She focused on the relationship between humans and 

animals in the history of civilization, from Ancient Mesopotamia up to the present day.  

She explained that animals were considered as res (things) under Roman law, which 

came as a result of their role in the rural economy of that age. This indicates that a law 
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is the product of a society in a certain time.  In the last decades, the silence of law 

towards the animals has been broken. In Europe, their protection has been introduced 

in the Constitutions of Austria, Germany, Luxembourg and Switzerland. Since 2015, 

animals are sentient and living being under the French Civil Code. In 2016, a similar 

amendment was adopted in Portugal. However, other Civil Codes continue to consider 

animals as objects, even though civil society calls for a change. Even in Spain, there is an 

evolution on this matter. Handling documents and concrete cases, Professor Giménez-

Candela explained how far we are from promoting the legal protection of animals, and 

what progress still needs to be made to enhance their status. They are sentient beings 

and the legal system needs to consider this reality, which science has already 

demonstrated.  

                                                    

 Professor Dr. Teresa Giménez-Candela showing a German Law book  
(Photo courtesy of ICASBD)  

 

The second session took place on May 24, 2017, with the topic ““Protecció 

administrativa i penal dels animals a Espanya. Directives europees i dret autonòmic” 

(Protection of Animals in Spain under Administrative and Criminal Law: European Union 

Directives and Regional Law). The speakers were the practicing lawyers Dr. José Antonio 

Jiménez Buendía and Mag. Carles Lorente Rivera, both members of the Committee for 
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Animal Law and Welfare Defense of ICASBD and associate professors at UAB.  

 

  

Chairwoman Ms.  Isabel Garcia Ruiz, Professor Dr. Teresa Giménez-Candela 
Dr. José Antonio Jiménez Buendía and Mag. Carles Lorente Rivera 

 

Mag. Carles Lorente Rivera started with an explanation of the Spanish hunting and 

fishing system, also in light to Article 45 of Spanish Constitution protecting the 

environment, considering that an abandoned animal could also impact it. Then, he 

focused on the mistreatment and abandonment of animals. In 2015, the Spanish 

Criminal Code was amended more favorably for animals. However, some issues still 

remain. There is a shadow of uncertainty hanging over the status of animals.  Mag. 

Lorente Rivera wondered what legal asset is protected by the rules on animal abuse. In 

fact, the doctrine has different views on this question. This asset could be the 

environment, the society, the life and integrity of animals. There are also some 

inconsistencies between legal rules (i.e. the market value of an animal in the case of 

theft v. its intrinsic value) that a change from res to a different status, could clarify.  

 

Dr. José Antonio Jiménez Buendía delivered an international, European, national and 

region-wide overview of animal protection rules. He presented the legal framework with 

accuracy and precision. He talked about the principal of treaties and agreements, such 

http://www.choanimal.info/


ISSN 2462-7518  

 

derechoanimal.info                                 Julio  2017                                                                     5 

as the London Convention of 1900 for the protection of wildlife in Africa, the London 

Convention of 1933 for the preservation of fauna and flora, and the CITES (Convention 

on International Trade in Endangered Species). Among other topics, he commented on 

the Convention for the protection of companion animals of 1987, and the Directive 

2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and European Council on the conservation of 

wild birds. Upon concluding, he explained the Spanish Law 32/2007 of 7 November 2007 

on the wellbeing of animals during their exploitation, transport, experimentation and 

slaughter. He also made reference to the more protective Catalan law, as well as the 

system of administrative penalties. A general law to protect animals is still missing.   

 

               

Chairwoman Ms. Isabel Garcia Ruiz welcoming Professor Dr. Teresa Giménez-
Candela, Dr. Albert Lloret and Dr. Martí Pumarola I Battle 

 

The Forum concluded on June 7, 2017, with the topic “Animals i formació veterinària: 

on estan els limits?” (Animals and education of veterinaries: where are the limits?). The 

speakers were the veterinarians Dr. Martí Pumarola i Battle and Dr. Albert Lloret. Dr. 

Martí Pumarola, vice director of ICALP and professor of the Department of Medicine and 

Animal Surgery of UAB, is known for his commitment to veterinary neuropathology at 

local and European levels. Among his many activities, he founded the Catalonia Bank of 

Animal Tissues, a non-profit organization of UAB, with the aim of finding alternatives to 
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the use of animals in research.  

 

  

Dr. Martí Pumarola I Battle presenting his work  

 

Professor Pumarola started his speech by saying that the interaction between lawyers, 

veterinarians and other professionals at ICALP is fruitful and can help to produce 

legislations enhancing the lives of humans and animals. Professor Pumarola presented 

his professional experience as a veterinarian, researcher and teacher. He emphasized 

the importance of bioethics for veterinary science. In fact, ethical concerns are able to 

change the use of animals in teaching and training. Sometimes, a conflict arises among 

students who refuse to accept this kind of approach. However, to carry out these 

activities, it is necessary to utilize living animals’ corpses, tissues and organs. In all cases, 

the authorization of the Ethical Committee of UAB is necessary prior to any test or 

experiment that involves the use of animals. Each animal must be handled properly to 

avoid discomfort, pain and suffering. A project encouraging the donation of corpses of 

deceased domestic animals for scientific purposes has been launched and appears to be 

working rather well.  Another research project pertains to canine glioma, a common 

brain tumor in dogs, which is difficult to treat. In dogs, this tumor is spontaneous and 

does not need to be induced, so it is better to use the corpses of such animals. The 

outcome from this type of research can be useful for both humans and animals. Despite 

the issues in this field, Professor Pumarola has created concrete alternatives to the use 

http://www.choanimal.info/


ISSN 2462-7518  

 

derechoanimal.info                                 Julio  2017                                                                     7 

of living animals for scientific aims, such as the donation of corpses and the bank of 

animal tissues. In the entrance to the UAB Veterinary School, there is a plaque in 

memory of the animals whose corpses have been donated to science.  Professor 

Pumarola concluded with this tribute.  

 

  

Dr. Albert Lloret presenting the Veterinary Clinical Hospital 

 

Dr. Albert Lloret is a professor of Internal Medicine at the Veterinary Clinical Hospital 

(HCV) and a specialist in feline medicine. He presented the activities of this leading and 

innovative hospital, which is internationally recognized, and organized as a private 

foundation of UAB. Founded in 1990, the mission of this hospital consists in providing 

health care for animals, as well as training future veterinarians. There are units for small 

animals, exotic animals and equines. The care of small animals is a recent specialization 

and the goal of this hospital is to reach excellence, particularly applying the concept of 

evidence-based veterinary medicine. The welfare of animals is a priority, so the doctors 

do their best to avoid stress and suffering. The good relationship with their owners is 

also taken into account. The students cannot visit or handle any animal without the 

supervision of their tutor. The hospital has its own rules of conduct, and offers a wide 

range of services to keep the small animals in good health and improve the quality of 

their life.  
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Dr. Albert Lloret concluding his speech 

 

After these speeches, the audience asked some questions. One of these concerned the 

cost of veterinary treatment, which is an issue for many owners, as in Spain there is not 

a national sanitary service for pets. A charity system, like in the United Kingdom, could 

financially help the owners in need, but other solutions could be created through the 

legal system.  
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Dr. Martí Pumarola I Battle, Dr. Albert Lloret, Professor Dr. Teresa Giménez-Candela 
and Mag. Carles Lorente Rivera 

 

The Forum of Sabadell reflected the interdisciplinary approach of ICALP to the legal 

issues related to animals, which require a wide competence embracing other fields of 

knowledge. The cooperation between lawyers and veterinarians is the best way to 

enforce the current legal rules and take other actions in the interest of animals, 

particularly in light of the evolving attitudes toward them. For many years, animals have 

been part of our lives and today public concern for them is increasing. The Spanish civil 

society is more aware than ever before of the sentience of animals, and many people 

do not consider them as mere objects for human use. So dealing with initiatives and 

engaging in discussions with an audience consisting of legal and veterinarian 

professionals, as well as other citizens, are always welcome.  

 

Written by Raffaela Cersosimo 
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