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CHRONICLE ON THE MA THESIS DEFENCES – MASTER IN ANIMAL LAW AND SOCIETY 
 

 
Raffaela Cersosimo1 

 
 
 
On December 12, 2016, ten former students from the fifth and previous editions of the 
Master in Animal Law and Society defended their theses before different academic 
committees composed of Prof. Dr. Teresa Giménez-Candela, Prof. Dr. Mariona Torra, Prof. 
Dr. Férran Pons, Dr. Déborah Temple, Mag. Cristina Bécares, Dr. Alberto Varona, Dr. Carlos 
A. Contreras, Mag. Carles Lorente and Mag. Loïs Lelanchon. The defences have been 
delivered in English and Spanish. This event took place in the Aula Magna of the 
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona from 9:30 am until 2:30 pm.  
 
Created and directed by Professor Dr. Teresa Giménez-Candela, the Master in Animal Law 
and Society is a leading and multidisciplinary program tailored for graduates and 
professionals dealing with animals, who aim to become experts in this growing field of 
legal studies. The goal is to work so that the interests of animals are taken into account in 
legislations and practices, also considering the changes in people’s attitude towards 
animals in Spain and elsewhere.   
 
To understand the challenges in this domain, one has just to look at the topics the 
candidates investigated this time, going from the adoption agreement of pets in Spain to 
the public policies for controlling the canine population in Mexico, among others.  
 
The candidates defended their theses in a lively style, sticking to the main points, 
discussing the results of their researches and concluding on the proposed solutions. The 
professors asked the candidates to explain some issues, all of which they answered.  
 
 
 
Here is the poster displaying the titles and the order of presentation of the theses 2.   
 
 
 

                                                           
1 MA Student - Master in Animal Law and Society, 6th Edition. 
2 Thanks to Sandra Dominguez Romo, MA Student (6th Edition), for taking the pictures.  
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At 9:30 Mag. Maria Gonzáles Lacabex defended her thesis entitled “Contratos de adopción 
de animales de compañía en España”. Ms. Gonzáles Lacabex is an attorney at law coming 
from the first edition of the Master of Animal Law and Society (2011-2012). At the end of 
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this first program, she defended her thesis entitled “Adopción de animales de compañía. 
Tratamiento en el Derecho español”. Her new research consists in a development of the 
previous findings on the agreements which people sign to adopt a pet. Ms. Gonzáles 
Lacabex explained the main elements of these agreements, with particular focus on the 
contracting parties, the adopted pet, the breaking of the contractual obligations and their 
consequences. After having analysed various agreements, Ms. Gonzáles Lacabex pointed 
out the issues that could arise in the daily practice and suggested to implement these 
agreements to avoid further conflicts.  
 

                       
 
Mag. Maria Gonzáles Lacabex defended her thesis before a committee consisting of Prof. Mariona 
Torra, Prof. Férran Pons and Mag. Carles Lorente.  

 
 
At 10:00 Irene Jiménez López defended her thesis entitled “Violencia sexual contra 
animales: estudio comparado España y Francia”. Ms. Irene Jiménez López investigated the 
prohibition of the sexual exploitation of animals, introduced by the law that reformed the 
Spanish Criminal Code in 2015. For reasons of legislative technique, this conduct has been 
included in the provision categorizing animal abuse as misdemeanour. Ms. Jiménez López 
analysed this criminal offence, the meaning of the expression “sexual exploitation” and 
the legislative process to evaluate the effectiveness of this new rule to protect the animals. 
Ms. Jiménez López also studied the French provisions on bestiality to figure out whether 
the Spanish legislator should have learnt from its neighbour France.  
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Irene Jiménez López defended her thesis before a committee consisting of Prof. Dr. Mariona Torra, Prof. 
Dr. Férran Pons and Mag. Carles Lorente 

 
 
At 10:30 Sacha Lucassen defended her thesis entitled “Implementation of Council 
Directive 2008/120/EC with regard to tail docking of pigs”. The tail biting in pigs is a 
major animal welfare issue, as well as an economic problem. To control this abnormal 
behaviour, the routine practice of tail docking is carried out. The Council Directive 
2008/120/EU lays down minimum standards for the protection of pigs, in relation to the 
tail docking. Ms. Lucassen investigated the level of implementation of this Directive by the 
Member States, focusing the high rate of non-compliance in relation to the ban of this 
practice. The findings of Ms. Lucassen’s research indicated that more humane and 
effective alternatives could be practiced to reduce the tail biting in pigs, and consequently 
the tail docking.  
 

                               
 
Sacha Lucassen defended her thesis before a committee consisting of Prof. Dr. Férran Pons, Dr. 
Déborah Temple and Mag. Loïs Lelanchon.  

 
At 11:00 Tarah Daly defended her thesis entitled “Ireland’s approach to the equine crisis. 
A discussion of ethics, effectiveness and strategies for change.” The abandoned and 
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neglected horses are a serious concern in Ireland. Ms. Daly investigated this crisis 
questioning the practice of horse-slaughter, as well as the resort to euthanasia in some 
cases. While examining the ethics and the effectiveness of this system, Ms. Daly also 
highlighted the psychological issues for humans involved in these operations, such as the 
veterinarians. Ms. Daly considered that the European and Irish legislations could be 
implemented to protect the most vulnerable horses. Furthermore, she suggested 
strategies for promoting education, which could help to enforce these legislations.  
 

                        
 

Tarah Daly defended her thesis 

 
At 11:30 Alessia Bacigalupo defended her thesis entitled “Taking Animal Interests 
Seriously. Legal, ethical and social aspects of the Green Hill case.” Green Hill was a facility 
specialized in breeding beagles in Montechiari (Italy) for scientific research. In 2015, an 
Italian Court sentenced the management and staff to jail terms for mistreatment and the 
killing of animals. The animal rights activists, who had unlocked the dogs, were also 
convicted for theft. Ms. Bacigalupo investigated these lawsuits, analysing their legal, 
ethical and social aspects. She indicated the reasons for which the activists’ conviction 
appears inconsistent with the content of the judgment sentencing the management. Ms. 
Bacigalupo also researched the act of civil disobedience on this matter and its outcome.   
 

                         
 
 
Alessia Bacigalupo defended her thesis before a committee consisting of Prof. Dr. Teresa Giménez-
Candela, Dr. Déborah Temple and Mag. Loïs Lelanchon.  

http://www.choanimal.info/


 

derechoanimal.info                                 Enero  2017                                                                        6 

 
 
At noon, Vanesa Zaragoza Espinós defended her thesis entitled “La inclusión des bienestar 
animal en las reglas del comercio internacional, el etiquetado alimentario y de la 
publicidad”. In the European Union table eggs labelling is the only compulsory 
requirement. Otherwise, the information on how the animals are treated on farms still 
remains optional. Ms. Zaragoza Espinós investigated the possibility to introduce an animal 
welfare labelling system in the rules of international trade. To analyse the aspects of this 
topic, she compared the European and global area, where the positions on animal welfare 
are divergent. Ms. Zaragoza Espinós also indicated the conflict that could arise between 
consumers and producers on welfare-friendly products, particularly in the free 
international trade of food.  
 

                           
 
Vanesa Zaragoza Espinós defended her thesis before a committee consisting of Prof. Dr. Teresa 
Giménez-Candela, Dr. Déborah Temple and Dr. Carlos Contreras.  

 
 
At 12:30 María Helena Saari defended her thesis entitled “Humane education and 
empathy as agents of social change: A new didactic for non-human animal protection”. Are 
humans really compassionate towards non-human animals? Can education make a 
change? To answer these questions, Ms. Saari investigated the speciesist message handed 
down in the early childhood education through media and literature representing 
animals. This message brings the learners to consider the exploitation and captivity of 
animals as a normal activity. To change course, it is necessary to leave room to empathy. 
In this sense, Ms. Saari concluded that a new didactic based on humane values could 
change the attitude of society towards the use of animals.  
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Maria Helena Saari defended her thesis before a committee consisting of Prof. Dr. Teresa Giménez-
Candela, Mag. Cristina Bécares and Mag. Carles Lorente.  

 
At 13:00 Laia García Aliaga defended her thesis entitled “Régim juridico de los sanctuarios 
de animales en España”. The sanctuaries play an important role in protecting animals and 
educating people. Ms. García Aliaga, who is an attorney of law, researched the legal 
framework applicable to the animal sanctuaries in Spain. She investigated the origins of 
these facilities, as well as their social dimension. Ms. García Aliaga focused on the lack of 
regulation for various issues, such as the accidents during the rescue and transportation 
of animals. She concluded by proposing ideas to introduce a specific legislation for 
sanctuaries to facilitate their daily activities.  
 

                          
 
Laia García Aliaga defended her thesis before a committee consisting of Prof. Dr. Teresa Giménez-
Candela, Dr. Alberto Varona and Dr. Carlos Contreras.  

 
 
At 13:30 Cristina Cubells Domingo defended her thesis entitled “Activismo abolicionista 
por los derechos de los animales”. The abolitionist approach to animal rights rejects the 
exploitation of animals, even though they are treated humanely. Non-violent education 
and information play an important role to change mind. Ms. Cubells Domingo investigated 
how the psychology and abolitionist theory can help to bring an effective activism into 
society.  
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Cristina Cubells Domingo defended her thesis before a committee consisting of Prof. Dr. Teresa 
Giménez-Candela, Dr. Alberto Varona and Dr. Carlos Contreras.  

 
At 14:00 Krizia Said Castagno defended her thesis entitled “Politicas públicas de control 
en población canina en la ciudad de México”. To evaluate the effects of the public policies 
to control the canine population in Mexico City, Ms. Said Castagno investigated the various 
aspects of this problem. She analysed the evolution in the relationship between humans 
and dogs, the campaigns promoted by the authorities for a responsible ownership, the 
activity of the Animal Vigilance Brigade, the first police force in charge of the animal 
welfare, as well as the Law of Protection of Animals of the Federal District. Ms. Said 
Castagno also investigated the possible solutions to implement responsible ownership, 
which remains an issue.  
 

                       
 
Krizia Said Castagno defended her thesis before a committee consisting of Prof. Dr. Teresa Giménez-
Candela, Mag. Cristina Bécares and Dr. Carlos Contreras.  

 
At the end of the defences, these words can summarize this experience: passion, academic 
standards, goodwill and motivation to go forward in working for animals.  
 
Professor Teresa Giménez-Candela recalled this inspiring quote: “When we are dreaming 
alone, it is only a dream. When we are dreaming with others, it is the beginning of reality”.  
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