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CHRONICLE: VISIT OF THE MASTER IN ANIMAL LAW AND SOCIETY 

STUDENTS TO THE VETERINARY HOSPITAL CLINIC 

 

Marie Laffineur-Pauchet and Sandra Pérez Zafra 

Students in Animal Law and Society (Master’s degree, UAB) 

 

On past March 22nd, the students of the Universitat Autónoma de 

Barcelona (UAB) Master’s degree in Animal Law and Society 7th edition 

visited the UAB Hospital Clínic Veterinary (HCV) or Veterinary Hospital 

Clinic, located in a green and calm environment near the Veterinary 

Faculty of the university.  

 

Dídac Segura1, veterinarian specialized in equine medicine and working at the hospital since 1996, was in charge 

of the visit. This institution was created in 1990 and has been subject to a big expansion in 2008. As its funding 

is entirely private, the costs are entirely at the expense of the patients/clients. Nowadays, its installations of 

4.500 m2 are dedicated to the care of more than 15.000 annual patients. Even if the majority of the patients are 

dogs, the hospital also takes care of a wide variety of small animals (cats, rabbits, ferrets, birds, exotic animals, 

etc.) as well as some big ones (equines).   

 

Thanks to the quality of the installations, the treatments and the formation received by the veterinarians who 

work there, the HCV is a reference centre throughout Spain at veterinary level. The team counts with 18 licensed 

specialists (certificated by the European or American College) of 10 specialities, and 14 residents in training. 

Thanks to this will to provide a differentiated service and investments in quality, the centre counts the most 

specialties in all Spain. Moreover, an academic agreement has been concluded between the HCV and the UAB, 

allowing veterinary students to carry out their curricular internships there.  

 

All the workers of the centre wear "pyjamas" of different colors, depending on their task. Graduated veterinarians 

wear dark blue; veterinarians’ auxiliaries wear light blue; veterinary students (and visitors) wear green; and 

                                                            
1 PhD in veterinary medicine of the Universitat Autònoma of Barcelona (UAB). Since 2008, he is responsible of the communication in the 
Fundació Hospital Clínic Veterinari (UAB). Among other tasks, he teaches communication and client orientation courses for postgraduate 
veterinary students within the Residential programs of Medicine and Surgery of Small Animals, Medicine and Equine Surgery and hospitable 
Program for Auxiliary Veterinary Technical personnel; all of them being part of UAB’s postgraduate School.  

http://www.choanimal.info/
http://hcv.uab.cat/en/
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veterinarian assistant students wear red. This distinction by color allows the clients to distinguish the 

professionals who attend them.  

 

The welfare of animals being fundamental to the Master’s formative project and to the students themselves, they 

interrogated Dídac on this point. According to him and, as the students could witness, animal welfare in the 

veterinary field, and for the HCV in particular, is an important matter of concern. Generally, visits to the vet are 

overwhelming and stressful for the animals. For this reason, the Hospital’s designers and professionals carried 

out, and still carry out, a lot of efforts to create a good atmosphere for the animals, from their arrival till the end 

of their stay. Moreover, as the disposal of the personal and installations play a significant role in ensuring good 

visits to the veterinarian, the new installations have been thought to attend animals and their guardians in the 

best way possible.  

 

The visit started in the waiting room. It counts with a wall that separates dogs from cats and elevated furniture 

easing the waiting time of felines (as they prefer to remain in height). The consulting rooms are located 

consecutively to the waiting room. Each one has two doors: one for the patients and another one for the workers. 

This allows to diminish the hallways affluence and therefore creates an atmosphere enhancing the patients’ 

tranquillity.  

 

 

 

http://www.choanimal.info/
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After the consulting area, may be found the hospitalization area, divided in four distinct spaces. The first one, the 

day hospital, counts with animals (mainly dogs) under observations or waiting for analyses. The second space is 

dedicated to the care of dogs who have undergone surgery. The third one follows the same objective for cats, 

while the last one has been imagined for the care of exotic animals.  

 

On the ground floor, may be found operating theaters. The Hospital has five operating rooms for small animals. 

Of these, two are for soft tissue surgery, minimally invasive surgery (laparoscopy, endoscopy) and laser surgery. 

Another one is dedicated to ophthalmological surgery, and is equipped with a surgical microscope, 

phacoemulsifier and laser for retina, among other equipments. There is also an operating room for intracranial 

and spinal surgery (neurology). Finally, there is the orthopedic surgery and cardiac surgery room, equipped with 

fluoroscopy. Finally there is the donations area. During the visit, two surgical procedures were performed: one 

on a rabbit and another on a female dog.  

 

The above-mentioned areas (consultation, hospitalization, surgery) are located within the new building 

constructed in 2008 thanks to the expansion. The former building, to which the new one is connected, now offers 

modern installations such as ultrasound scan, radiography and still counts with the old waiting room.  

 

The equine centre or equine unity, founded in 1992, is also situated within the old building. It hosts different 

rooms, each specifically dedicated to one purpose:   

 

 An operating theatre perfectly adapted to equines’ size, necessities and injury prevention, thanks to 

complex mechanisms facilitating their displacements;  

 A state-of-the-art radiology room, holding the latest technology for a rapid diagnostic, also adapted to 

equine needs; 

 An anesthesia and recovery room in which veterinarians are in charge of dealing with the very peculiar 

doses needs adapted to the biology and physiology of equines;   

 Two stables that allow to host horses and other equines during their stay at the Hospital. The 

confidentiality of those animals and their records is of crucial importance.  

http://www.choanimal.info/
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Finally, two areas of importance to the HCV are located in its surroundings2:   

     

 The Faculty of Veterinary farm animals zone, where students may learn more about and explore the 

distinct manufacturing processes of animal products (milk, cheese, etc.);  

 

 The Centre for Research in Animal Health 

(CReSA), a public foundation created by the 

UAB and Agri-food Research and Technology 

(IRTA) to develop investigation, join efforts and 

canalize new resources in this field3.  

 

 

Because they were mentioned during a class on the use of animals in the veterinary formation taught by Prof. Dr. 

Martí Pumarola4, those areas are also a matter of interest for the students, taking into account that the use of 

animals in research and education may be problematic for animals and their welfare. For this reason, the 

students expressed their wish to visit them within the framework of the Master’s degree.  

 

Commemorative plaque to animals used during their formation, Veterinary students of the UAB, Faculty of 
Veterinary 

 

 

                                                            
2 However, they are not linked to the HCV. 
3 UAB, Centre for Research into Animal Health (CReSA). Available at Centre for Research into Animal Health (CReSA) 
4 Dr. Pumarola is licensed in Veterinary by the University of Zaragoza (1978) and has a PhD.in Veterinary Medicine that was delivered by the 
UAB (1990). He was also certified in Veterinary Pathology by the European College of Veterinary Pathologists (ECVP) in 1995. He is a 
founding member of the UAB Service of Diagnosis in Animal Pathology (1987). His lines of investigation focused on animal neuropathology. 

http://www.choanimal.info/
http://www.uab.cat/web/research/itineraries/relation-with-surrounding-areas/research-centres-institutes/instituto-centro-de-investigacion-1345467963242.html?param1=1345659457594
http://www.uab.cat/web/research/itineraries/relation-with-surrounding-areas/research-centres-institutes/instituto-centro-de-investigacion-1345467963242.html?param1=1345659457594
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To conclude, for veterinarians as well as for students from other backgrounds, the visit happened to be very 

interesting with regards to the Master in Animal Law and Society’s formative content. In fact, it was particularly 

relevant to learn more about the veterinary praxis (legal, formative, medical) and useful to link it to academic 

courses about the veterinarian’s role in animal welfare.  

 

 

Marie Laffineur-Pauchet y Sandra Pérez Zafra 
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