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THE FRENCH ANIMAL CODE: A STEP FORWARD FOR ANIMAL LAW 

ACCORDING TO JEAN-PIERRE MARGUENAUD, DIRECTOR OF THE 

EDITION 

 

Marie Laffineur-Pauchet,  
Student in the Master’s Degree of Animal Law and Society,  
Autonomous Univeristy of Barcelona (UAB) 
 

From the Civil Code to the Animal Code 

 

Three years ago, the reform of the French Civil Code recognized animals as « living, sentient beings »1 

instead of mere things. Released in March of this year, the Animal Code falls within an Animal Law’s line of 

development in France. Its publication by LexisNexis was made possible thanks to the French Foundation 30 

Millions d’Amis [30 Million Friends]’ collaboration. It represents a practical and symbolical act as well as a global 

legal progress for non-human animals, as it is the first time a legal code referring only to animals is released in 

the world.  

 

                                                            
1 French Civil Code, Article 515-14 created by Law n°20115-177 of 16 February 2015.  
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The launching of a second printing in April of this year demonstrates, on the one hand, sales successes 

and, on the other, the flourishing importance of Animal Law for French people. For Reha Hutin, President of the 

Foundation 30 Millions d’Amis, this area of Law represents « a major issue in a modern society »2.  

For this purpose, we interviewed Professor Jean-Pierre Marguénaud3, director of this first edition, in 

order to learn more about the Animal Code’s content and purpose. His answers are reproduced below, together 

with detailed explanations of this work. 

 

A PRACTICAL TOOL FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN ANIMAL PROTECTION  

For J-P. Marguénaud, «The Animal Code is a compilation of applicable rules to animals in France; rules 

that equally come from French laws, decrees, regulations as well as from European directives, main French 

jurisprudence and European Court of Human Rights’ decisions. » 

 In fact, owing to the multiplication of rules relevant to animals in France and at the European 

and international levels, the Code’s 1058 pages contain numerous provisions coming from a variety of sources. 

It therefore includes dispositions from the Universal Declaration of the Rights of the Animals, the French 

Environmental Code and even traffic regulations.    

 This piece of work divides itself into two parts: the legislation applicable in France to « domestic and 

assimilated animals » and the one applicable to « wild animals ».  

 As for Foundation 30 Millions d’Amis, « The first Animal Code responds to the imperious need 

for the numerous texts’ reunification, that were dispersed in 7 codes regulating our relation to animals (Civil, 

Penal, Criminal Proceeding, Rural Development and Maritime Fisheries, Environmental, Public Health, of the 

General Local Authorities). It combines thousands of French and European dispositions as well as the main 

jurisprudential decisions affecting pets, farm animals, wild animals and tamed ones. » 4 

According to the director of this edition, «Concretely, as we do not have the power to change any rule, 

the Animal Code does not change a thing. However, it can make pertinent rules available more rapidly to those 

interested in animal protection. When rendering help to an animal, if the search for relevant legislation requires 

one third of the time previously necessary, the animal will have thrice as much time of pulling through. » 

                                                            
2 30 Millions d’Amis (March 21, 2018), « La Fondation 30 Millions d’Amis à l’origine du 1er Code de l’animal ». URL: 
http://www.30millionsdamis.fr/actualites/article/13456-la-fondation-30-millions-damis-a-lorigine-du-1er-code-de-
lanimal/ 
3 Marie Laffineur-Pauchet. Interview of 12/03/2018. Autonomous University of Barcelona (UAB), Faculty of Law. Campus of 
Bellaterra. 
4 30 Millions d’Amis (March 21, 2018), Ibid. 
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 Therefore, the Animal Code is a practical-oriented work, facilitating the necessary rules for 

animal protection’s availability, thereby avoiding confusion for citizens, associations or Law professionals in 

front of the profusion and dispersion of the rules in the French juridical order.  

 

A SYMBOLICAL ACT SHOWING THAT AN IMPORTANT STEP WAS TAKEN 

Symbolically, for J-P. Marguénaud, « The fact that we bother to assemble for the first time all rules 

concerning animals constitutes a vast improvement. It is an indicator that Animal Law made a step towards more 

respectability, which may initiate other steps, among others, juridical ones. » 

 In fact, even if the Animal Code is not an official act bringing actual legislative advances, it forms 

part of a general Animal Law’s democratization and empowerment movement.  

 This « compilation or photography of applicable rules at a given time does not always shows 

exciting and positive elements ». It exposes, through legislation, our true relationship to animals. According to 

the philosopher Florence Burgat, this work constitutes « exposure » 5 of a certain kind of legal violence; a daily 

violence that we impose on these sentient beings. More than a practical and symbolical work, the Animal Code is 

an invitation to think about animal rights.  

 In this sense, its publication raises some questions: Will Animal Law - and not only Law of the 

animals, as it concerns all actors (and their activities) related to animals (farmers, animal protection NGOs, 

keepers of pets, activists, etc.) - be finally totally recognized as an autonomous area of Law? Following the 2015 

French reform, what about the current legal status of animal sentient beings and its consequences for animal 

protection? Lastly, what will be the next steps for Animal Law?  

 

 

 

 

                                                            
5 Animal Code (2018). Preface of Florence Burgat. LexisNexis. Dir : J-P. Marguénaud et J. Leroy. 1ère éd.  
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« Vive le Droit Animalier ! »6. Class of Profesor J-P. Marguénaud of 11/03/2018 at the Autonomous 

University of Barcelona (UAB). 
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6 « Long live Animal Law ». 
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