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ABSTRACT:  
The profound COVID-19 impacts on global animal populations have been examined 
throughout the Coronavirus and Animals webinar series. Yet, the well-being of nonhuman 
animals has been (rightfully) overshadowed by acute human suffering. But if animal 
protection initiatives are repackaged as means to advance accepted international 
objectives such as the protection of public health or the preservation of the environment 
– rather than as measures for advancing the interests of individual animals – they will be 
perceived as credible obligations instead of unjustifiable and insensitive impositions.  
This Webinar shifts the focus away from COVID-19's animal-related consequences and 
toward its potential opportunities for animal advancements. It seeks to awaken an 
international awareness of the fact that human health is inextricably connected to the 
humane treatment and management of nonhuman animals. Because the inherent value 
of any nonhuman animal is unlikely to persuade governments to provide the financial 
resources necessary to incorporate animal protection measures into COVID-19 policy 
and funding initiatives, this Webinar seeks to transform pandemic protections for 
nonhuman animals into animal-related measures that reduce humans' vulnerability to the 
coronavirus. By emphasizing the public health, economic, and environmental values of 
animal-related COVID-19 response actions, principles of animal protection are integrated 
into legal arguments regarding coronavirus preparedness and prevention for humans.  
This Webinar also explores the interplay between food technology, wildlife trade, the 
emerging field of global animal law, and established principles of international law such 
as human rights and State sovereignty. This Webinar provides a new perspective, based 
on animal-related COVID-19 response actions, to address coronavirus challenges and 
consequences for all impacted – human and nonhuman—animals. Furthermore, this 
Webinar identifies three innovative animal-related approaches to strengthen animals' 
resilience and reduce their vulnerability to COVID-19. These approaches include 
prioritizing the development of plant-based proteins and clean meat; the expansion of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) to regulate trade of 
all endangered animals known to pose a health risk to humans; and the adoption of 



wildlife crimes as a protocol under the U.N. Convention against Transnational Organised 
Crime (UNTOC).  
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