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On Thursday, the 15th of November 
2018, the International Center for 
Animal Law and Policy (ICALP) 
hosted a Working Doctoral Group 
on th-e acceptable, respectful 
use of animals. Led by David 
Favre, a world-renowned scholar 
and Professor of Law at the 
Michigan State University, the 
interdisciplinary dialogue was 
inspired by Professor Favre’s 
recently released book, Respecting 
Animals: A Balanced Approach to 
Our Relationship with Pets, Food 
and Wildlife. 

Respecting Animals isn’t a typical 

animal law text; rather, the book 
is designed to engage people 
of all educational and cultural 
backgrounds and leads the reader 
through a written to appeal to a 
shared understanding of respect, 
ethics, and the respectful use of 
companion, farm, and wild animals. 
In Respecting Animals, Prof. Favre 
outlines four tests for respecting 
animals and encourages “the reader 
to do some self-reflection.”

In the WDG conversation, scholars 
joined on campus at Universitat 
Autònoma de Barcelona and 
connected via Skype from countries 
around the world – Iraq, Chile, 
Argentina, and more! – to have 
a lively discussion about the 
acceptable use of animals. As Prof. 
Favre explained, “Respect is not 
how you act but, rather, it is how you 
feel – or what you believe. How you 
feel and how you believe will, in 
turn, cause you to act in a particular 
way.” In other words, respect is a 
state of mind that arises because 
of an individual’s specific capacity 
for making complex judgments 
within his or her brain. Prof. Favre 
distinguishes his position from 
that of animal “abolitionists,” who 
believe the use of animals is never 
legitimate. This viewpoint, he says, 
is far too simplistic. Prof. Favre 

contends that the use of animals 
is not negative if it is based on a 
respectful relationship that enhances 
the animal’s quality of life. 

When it comes to determining 
what, exactly, constitutes respectful 
use of animals, Prof. Favre urges 
us to consider whether are actions 
are necessary for the animal to 
continue living a happy, fulfilled 
life that enables him or her to fulfill 
the natural behaviors of his or her 
breed and/or species. For example, 
one person may believe that cutting 
off any body part of a dog (such 
as cropping a Doberman’s ears 
or docking his tail) or cat (i.e., 
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declawing) is a disrespectful behavior, even though 
another person may disagree for various reasons. Prof. 
Favre would address this question by asking, “Is it 
necessary to crop a Doberman’s ears or dock her tail for 
her to continuing living a happy, fulfilled life and carry out 
the natural tendencies of her breed?” Or, “Is it necessary 
to declaw a domestic cat for her to continuing living a 
happy, fulfilled life and carry out the natural tendencies 
of her species?” In most scenarios, Prof. Favre would 
conclude that these actions are disrespectful because 
neither act is necessary for the animal to continue leading 
a healthy, natural life. 

One of the key tenets of Respecting Animals is that ethical 
decisions are highly personal and intricate decisions 
that do not adhere to fixed formulas. “Ethical conduct 
arises out of self-enlightenment,” says Prof. Favre. 
“Sometimes others can aid in the process of realization 
of self-enlightenment, but not always.” Because people 
tend to dislike being told to adopt views different from 
their own, Prof. Favre asserts that the true objective is 
determining how animal advocates can help people 
believe in the principle of respecting animals “without 
imposing our values on them.” He strongly cautions 
against supporting methods designed to shame people 
into treating animals with respect. Rather, Prof. Favre 
proposes advocates set aside all judgment and make a 
genuine attempt to engage people from all corners of the 
world about the merits of respecting animals. 

Prof. Favre says, “The likelihood of respect [for animals] 
is increased when the human being is in physical and 
visual contact with the animal in question… Respect has 
a strong emotional component that is triggered by the 
individuality of an animal with which the human shares 

some space.” This doesn’t mean the human needs to be in 
contact with all – or even dozens – of species to learn to 
respect all animals; rather, Prof. Favre believes that once 
a human respects one specific animal – and understands 
that respect – it becomes a relatively easy task to project 
that respect to other, perhaps unseen, animals. In such a 
case, the human draws an analogy between the animal 
s/he personally knows and the animals with whom s/he 
does not intimately know. 

If you would like to discover the four tests of respecting 
animals and engage in self-reflection about your ethical 
beliefs on the topic, you can order a copy of Respecting 
Animals: A Balanced Approach to Our Relationship with 
Pets, Food and Wildlife online at Amazon sites around 
the world.

Amazon Spain: Kindle (8,92€); Soft Back (15,04€)
Amazon US: Kindle ($10.13); Soft Back ($12.19)

*all prices are accurate as of the date of publication

El tratamiento de los Animales se contempla a día de hoy como un espacio holístico de estudio y acción, pero no hay demasiados 
ejemplos de verdadera cooperación científica organizada, salvo el que, desde hace años venimos practicando en la UAB y esfera UAB 
algunos profesionales del Derecho, Veterinaria, Ciencias Clásicas, Ciencias de la Salud, Sociología, Biodiversidad. De ahí la coherencia 
de la creación del ICALP (International Center for Animal Law and Policy).

Celebrating Prof.David Favre’s WDG (Working Doctoral Group). From left 
to right: M. Lercier, T. Giménez-Candela, D. Favre, C. Souther, after having 

participated in the discussion
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