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ABSTRACT: 
The COVID-19 pandemic, a disease caused by the new SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus, which 
has a high transmissible power, presents itself as one of the greatest political and health 
challenges in the world at the beginning of the 20s of the 21st century, causing 
transformations which have affected the way of life of both human and non-human beings, 
which is why it has aroused the interest of moral, political and legal philosophy. Thus, 
considering the social impacts arising from a possible zoonotic origin of this new 
coronavirus, it is understood that the institutionalization and implementation of public 
policies aimed at animal protection seeks not only to face the situations in which animals 
are supposed to be a factor of risk to human health, as well as going further, when 
considering the animal as a sentient being that deserves a set of actions and services 
peculiar to its condition. Therefore, public policies aimed at animal health should not 
consist only of mere moral duties, but also in preventive institutional actions that seek to 
tackle the root of public health problems caused by some types of zoonoses. Zoonoses 
are the result of an imbalance in human relations with the natural world and overcoming 
this imbalance requires the establishment of a new ethical posture for human beings, in 
order to modify not only their behavior towards animals, but also to review their patterns 
of behavior towards nature as a whole. With this purpose in mind, starting from the 
concept of responsible ownership, already used internationally to refer to a set of moral 
duties that an owner should have towards his pet, we reformulate this concept from a 
non-anthropocentric perspective and which we call the Law of Animal Health, we created 
the concept of responsible guarding of animals, a concept that brings changes regarding 
the understanding of the human being as a guardian instead of owner, the animal as a 



sentient being and not as a moving good used for affective purposes, and responsible 
guardianship itself not as a mere set of moral duties, but from a double perspective in 
which it would be considered both a set of legal duties that guardians would have with 
animals that would be under their protection, as well as a set of public policies to be 
performed by the State in favor of these animals. The challenges brought about by the 
pandemic by Covid-19 signal to the importance of establishing a new expansion of the 
concept of responsible guarding of animals that, having as theoretical premises not only 
the pathocentric ethics, but also a biocentric ethics of care, would thus seek extend the 
circle of protection offered by the concept of responsible guarding of animals that would 
advance from companion animals to encompass other sentient beings and, finally, 
encompass nature as a whole, an expansion to be carried out under the holistic prism of 
unique health. 
 
 
KEY WORDS:   
Ethical foundations, public policy,  responsible guard,  Animal Law, Covid-19. 
 


