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Kyle Harper is Professor of Classics and 

Letters at his alma mater, the University of 

Oklahoma. He graduated summa cum 

laude with a degree in Letters from OU and 

then received his Ph.D. in History from 

Harvard University in 2007. 

 

A historian of Rome, Harper is the author of 

three books, Slavery in the Late Roman 

World, awarded the James Henry Breasted 

Prize, From Shame to Sin: The Christian 

Transformation of Sexual Morality, which 

received the Award for Excellence in 

Historical Studies from the American 

Academy of Religion, and The Fate of 

Rome: Climate, Disease, and the End of an 

Empire, which has been translated into 12 

languages. His next project is a history of 

infectious disease, from human origins to 

the present. His work tries to bring the 

natural sciences into conversation with the 

study of the human past. 

 


