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CHRONICLE	ON	THE	MA	THESIS	DEFENCES	‐	MASTER	IN	

ANIMAL	LAW	AND	SOCIETY	(ONLINE)		
	

	

On	October	23,	2017,	 fourteen	students	 from	the	3th	and	previous	editions	of	 the	Master	 in	

Animal	Law	and	Society	(Online)	defended	their	theses	in	the	Aula	Magna	of	the	Faculty	of	Law	

of	the	Universitat	Autònoma	of	Barcelona.		

	

Created	 and	 directed	by	 Professor	 Teresa	Giménez‐Candela,	 the	Master	 in	Animal	 Law	 and	

Society	offers	a	cross‐curricular	plan	of	studies	covering	a	wide	range	of	topics	related	to	law,	

science	and	ethics.	Delivered	both	onsite	and	online,	this	programme	is	tailored	for	graduates	

and	professionals	who	aim	to	work	in	different	fields	related	to	animals.	Once	again,	the	theses	

presented	in	this	session	confirmed	the	need	for	an	interdisciplinary	study	to	deal	with	most	of	

the	issues	involving	animals	in	an	evolving	world.				

The	 students	 defended	 their	 theses	 in	 Spanish	 and	 English	 before	 different	 committees	

composed	of	Drs.	Teresa	Giménez‐Candela,	Francesca	Cirulli,	Albert	Lloret,	Antoni	Dalmau,	

Simone	Pollo	and	Gustavo	Federico	de	Baggis,	Aal.	Isabel	Garcia	Ruiz,	Mags.	Maria	González	

Lacabex,	 Miriam	Marcet,	 Sara	 Hebrard,	 Raffaela	 Cersosimo,	 Julia	 Havenstein,	 Tisa	 Kosem,	

Carles	Lorente,	Oliver	Wookey	and	Loïs	Lelanchon.		

	

Here	is	the	poster	displaying	the	titles	of	the	theses.		
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MASTER	DERECHO	ANIMAL	Y	SOCIEDAD	
MASTER	ANIMAL	LAW	AND	SOCIETY	
Defensa	Trabajo	Final	de	Máster	
Lunes,	23	de	octubre	de	2017	

	
9:30‐10:00	 Victor	Isern	 Actualmente,	siguen	considerando	a	los	animales	no	humanos	como	

meros	objetos	desechables?		
10:00‐10:30	 Marta	Alonso	 La	reforma	de	la	protección	animal	en	la	Comunidad	de	Madrid.	

10.30‐11:00	 Rodrigo	Mella	 Evolución	jurisprudencial	del	delito	de	maltrato	o	crueldad	animal	en	
Chile.	

11:00‐11:30	 Georgina	Casas	 El	foie	gras	un	alimento	controvertido.

11:30‐12:00	 Ivan	Martín	 Wildlife	tourism	and	animal	welfare	regulations.	Case	study	whale	
watching	tourism	in	the	Pelagos	Sanctuary.	

12.00‐12:30	 Laure	Gisie	 El	trato	a	los	galgos.	Estudio	comparado	entre	Francia	y	España.	

12:30‐13:00	 Andrea	Peñaranda	 Los	animales	como	sujetos	de	derecho	en	el	ordenamiento	jurídico	
colombiano.	

15:00‐15:30	 Sandra	Berral	 Aspectos	a	tener	en	cuenta	en	la	implantación	de	un	programa	de	
Terapia	Asistida	por	Animales	en	pediatría	en	un	hospital.	

15:30‐16:00	 Karine	Boveroux	 Sacrificio	ritual	y	compatibilidad	con	el	bienestar	animal:	
Estudio	de	la	shejitá	y	de	la	dhabiha	en	Francia.	

16:00‐16:30	 Magdalena	Serrano	 Los	mataderos	y	la	ley	para	la	implantación	de	cámaras.	

16:30‐17:00	 Ana	Mª	Casadiego	 When	the	law	is	immoral	what	is	the	right	thing	to	do?		Beyond	animal	
rights.	

17:00‐17:30	 Iris	Van	
Maarschalkerwaart	

Social	progress	and	animal	protection.	

17:30‐18:00	 Chystelle	Marle	 Bringing	animal	interests	into	the	Political	agenda.	

18:00‐18:30	 Ines	Real	 Performances	with	animals	in	Portuguese	law	–	when	animal	welfare	
and	cultural	rights	collide	
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Victor	Isern	defended	his	thesis	entitled	“Actualmente,	siguen	considerando	a	los	animales	no	

humanos	 como	meros	 objetos	 desechables?”.	 Animals	 are	 still	 used	 for	military	 and	 police	

operations,	in	particular	horses	and	dogs.	These	animals	spend	their	life	in	performing	difficult	

and	dangerous	tasks.	Most	legal	systems	consider	them	as	things.	Mr.	Isern	investigated	the	fate	

these	animals	from	a	historical	and	current	perspective	by	comparing	different	countries.	The	

research	highlights	that	today	the	awareness	for	their	lives	is	increasing.	This	leads	to	avoid	

euthanasia	for	animals	that	are	no	longer	useful.		

	

	

Victor	Isern	defending	his	thesis		
	

	

Marta	Alonso	defended	her	thesis	entitled	“La	reforma	de	la	protección	animal	en	la	Comunidad	

de	Madrid”.		The	societal	concern	for	animals	is	the	basis	to	stimulate	the	adoption	of	legal	rules	

destined	to	enhance	their	condition	as	living	being.	The	Community	of	Madrid	considered	this	

approach	by	approving	a	reform	on	protection	of	animals.	This	work	analyses	this	legislation	

and	its	possible	amendments.		
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Marta	Alonso	defending	her	thesis	before	a	committee	composed	of	Dr.	Teresa	Giménez‐
Candela,	Aals.	Isabel	Garcia	Ruiz	and	Carles	Lorente		

	

	

Rodrigo	Mella	defended	his	thesis	entitled	“Evolución	jurisprudencial	del	delito	de	maltrato	o	

crueldad	animal	en	Chile”.	This	work	investigated	the	cruelty	to	animals	in	Chile	focussing	on	

the	 legal	 framework,	 the	 doctrine	 and	 the	 decisions	 of	 judges.	 In	 this	 regard,	 Mr.	 Mella	

analysed	six	relevant	law	cases	that	show	the	evolution	of	the	reasoning	related	to	the	judicial	

treatment	of	this	crime.			

	

Georgina	Casas	 defended	her	 thesis	 entitled	 “	 El	 fois	 gras	 un	 alimento	 controvertido.”	Ms.	

Casas	 researched	 the	production	of	 fois	 gras.	 Since	 ingrowing	ducks	or	 geese	make	 it,	 the	

welfare	of	these	animals	is	an	issue.	This	work	is	both	theoretical	and	practical.	On	one	hand,	

it	highlights	the	history,	the	characteristics	of	this	product	and	the	legal	rules	at	international	

and	 national	 level.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 it	 analyses	 the	 experience	 of	 a	 local	 industry	 that	

introduced	innovations	in	the	feeding	process	to	protect	the	welfare	of	animals,	as	well	as	the	

results	of	a	survey	about	the	awareness	of	consumers	toward	this	product.		

	

Ivan	Martin	defended	his	thesis	entitled	“Animal	Welfare	Regulations.	Case	Study	of	Whale	

Watching	Tourism	 in	 the	Pelagos	 Sanctuary.”	Whale	watching	 should	 reduce	 its	 impact	 in	

terms	of	sustainability	and	animal	welfare.	This	work	investigates	the	regulations	guidelines	

pertaining	 to	 the	 Pelagos	 Sanctuary	 in	 the	 Mediterranean	 Sea,	 evaluates	 them	 with	 the	
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support	of	the	opinions	of	marine	biologists	and	other	professionals,	and	suggests	actions	to	

improve	the	current	rules	particularly	focussing	on	the	scientific	watching	of	cetaceans.		

	

	

Mr.	Ivan	Martin	defending	his	thesis	before	a	committee	composed	of	Dr.	Gustavo	
Federico	de	Baggis,	Mag.	Miriam	Marcet	and	Mag.	Sara	Hebrard	

	

	

Laure	 Gisie	 defended	 her	 thesis	 entitled	 “El	 trato	 a	 los	 galgos.	 Estudio	 comparado	 entre	

Francia	y	España.”	The	greyhounds	often	suffer	an	atrocious	fate.	Considered	both	pets	and	

things,	they	are	utilised	for	competitions	and	hunting	for	a	short	period	of	time.	Then,	it	could	

happen	 that	 the	 owners	 abandon	 or	 kill	 them.	 This	 study	 compares	 the	 condition	 of	

greyhounds	 in	France	and	Spain,	and	proposes	 some	 ideas	 to	 improve	 the	 legal	 rules	 that	

should	protect	them.		
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Ms.	Laure	Gisie	defending	her	thesis	before	a	committee	composed	of	Dr.	Gustavo	
Federico	de	Baggis,	Mag.	Julia	Havenstein	and	Mag.	Carles	Lorente		

	

Andrea	Peñaranda	defended	her	thesis	entitled	“Los	animales	como	sujeto	de	derecho	en	el	

ordenamiento	jurídico	colombiano.”	This	work	investigates	the	possibility	to	consider	animals	

as	subjects	of	law	in	the	light	of	the	philosophy	of	law	and	the	Colombian	legal	system.	The	

evolution	of	legal	subjectivism,	as	well	as	the	Constitution,	can	allow	the	extension	of	some	

rights	to	animals,	without	having	to	assimilate	them	to	humans.		

	

Sandra	Berral	defended	her	thesis	entitled	“Aspectos	a	tener	en	cuenta	en	la	implantación	de	

un	 programa	 de	 Terapia	 Asistida	 por	 Animales	 en	 pediatría	 en	 un	 Hospital.”	 This	 study	

investigates	 the	 standards	 that	 have	 to	 be	 considered	 in	 a	 pet	 therapy	 program,	 their	

assessment	and	the	benefits	for	sick	children.	It	also	indicates	the	concrete	implementation	of	

this	program	in	a	hospital.		
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Sandra	Berral	defending	her	thesis	

	

Karine	 Boveroux	 defended	 her	 thesis	 entitled	 “Sacrificio	 ritual	 y	 compatibilidad	 con	 el	

bienestar	animal:	estudio	de	 la	shejitá	y	de	 la	dhabiha	en	Francia.”	This	work	analyses	the	

religious	slaughter	 in	France	and	 its	 consequences	 in	 terms	of	animal	welfare	and	dignity,	

which	could	be	reduced	compared	to	conventional	methods.		

	

	

Karine	Boveroux	defending	her	thesis	before	a	committee	composed	of	Drs.	Albert	
Lloret,	Antoni	Dalmau	and	Francesca	Cirulli	(Skype)		

	

María	 Magdalena	 Serrano	 defended	 her	 thesis	 entitled	 “Los	 mataderos	 y	 la	 ley	 para	 la	

implantación	 de	 cámaras.”	 This	 work	 analyses	 the	 protection	 of	 animals	 during	 the	
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slaughterhouse	operations	and	highlights	the	different	application	of	the	European	legislation	

in	two	Member	States:	Spain	and	France.		

	

	

María	Magdalena	Serrano	defending	her	thesis	before	a	committee	composed	of	Drs.	
Albert	Lloret,	Antoni	Dalmau	and	Francesca	Cirulli	(Skype)	

	

	

	

Committee	composed	of	Dr.	Simone	Pollo,	Mag.	Loïs	Lelanchon		
and	Mag.	Oliver	Wookey	

	

Ana	Ma.	Casadiego	defended	her	thesis	entitled	“When	the	Law	is	immoral,	what	is	the	right	

thing	to	do?	Beyond	Animal	Rights”.	This	work	advocates	that	animals	are	entitled	to	moral	and	

legal	 rights	 as	 they	 are	 sentient	 beings.	 In	 this	 regard,	 it	 analyses	 academic	 positions,	
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philosophic	reflection	and	actions	of	animal	rights	groups	with	particular	focus	on	compassion.	

It	argues	there	is	a	connection	between	the	treatment	of	animals	in	slaughterhouses	and	some	

social	evils.			

	

	

Ana	Ma.	Casadiego	defending	her	thesis	

	

Iris	 van	 Maarschalkerwaart	 defended	 her	 thesis	 entitled	 “Social	 progress	 and	 animal	

protection”.		This	study	investigates	the	connection	between	economic	growth,	social	progress	

and	animal	welfare	protection.	To	carry	out	this	research,	Ms.	van	Maarschalkerwaart	analysed	

different	 indicators	 related	 to	 eleven	 European	 countries.	 The	 results	 show	 that	 the	

improvement	of	animal	welfare	can	also	vary	depending	on	the	consideration	for	farming	or	

companion	animals.		
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Iris	van	Maarschalkerwaart	defending	her	thesis	

	

Chrystelle	Marle	defended	her	thesis	entitled	“Bringing	Animal	Interests	into	Political	Agenda”.	

This	 work	 analyses	 the	 moral	 rights	 of	 animals	 also	 in	 light	 of	 the	 evolution	 of	 cognitive	

ethology.	It	shows	that	the	public	politics	play	a	relevant	role	in	promoting	the	recognition	of	

legal	rights	for	animals	particularly	at	the	constitutional	level.		

	

Inês	de	Sousa	Real	defended	her	thesis	entitled	“Performances	with	animals	in	Portuguese	law	

–	when	animal	welfare	and	cultural	rights	collide.”	This	work	investigates	the	clash	between	

animal	wellbeing	and	cultural	heritage	in	Portugal.	In	this	regard,	Ms.	De	Sousa	Real	analyses	

the	European	and	national	legal	framework,	carries	out	a	comparison	with	other	jurisdictions,	

recalls	scientific	outcomes	and	focuses	on	three	cases	of	entertainments:	bullfight,	circus	and	

pigeon	shooting.		
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Inês	de	Sousa	Real	defending	her	thesis	

	

	

	

After	defending	the	theses,	students,	teachers	and	audience	enjoyed	a	convivial	time	to	share	

experiences	 and	 build	 relationships	 among	 them.	 Congratulations	 and	 best	 wishes	 for	 the	

careers	and	plans	of	everyone.	Special	 thanks	go	to	Professors	Teresa	Giménez‐Candela	and	

David	Favre	for	devoting	their	professional	life	to	promote	the	legal	consideration	of	animals.		

	

Raffaela	Cersosimo		

Master	in	Animal	Law	and	Society,	UAB		
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							Group	photograph	with	Professors	Teresa	Giménez‐Candela	and	David	Favre		

	

	

Professor	Teresa	Giménez‐Candela	with	Elena	Lara	de	la	Casa,	Miriam	Marcet,		
Sara	Hebrard	and	Loïs		Lelanchon		
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Professor	David	Favre	and	Loïs		Lelanchon	

	

	

Mrs.	Favre	talking	with	Loïs	Lelanchon	and	Ivan	Martin		
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Sara	Hebrard,	Begoña	Hernando	and	Gustavo	F.	de	Baggis		
	

	

Karine	Boveroux	discussing	with	her	colleagues		

	

	

	

	


