
Imagine a place where most of the leading experts in 
Animal Law Studies (ALS) around the world join together. 
ALS does not just involve lawyers focusing on animal law. 
Above all, ALS is a world of research. Although the word 
law refers to “the law”, ALS embeds also sociologists, 
veterinarians , educators, animalist associations, 
anthropologists, ethologists, etc. Indeed the law, 
especially the one related to animals, is rooted in and 

modified by the will of the society. All these figures, in 
various capacities and with different skills, contribute to 
create an ethically and legally debate for the animals. 
Because “the law” matters - and it does a lot (Cit. Kimberly 
Moore). The place where all this has been possible is in 
Oxford and it is precisely “The Oxford center for Animal 
Ethics” (https://www.oxfordanimalethics.com/summer-
school-2018-animal-ethics-and-law-creating-positive-
change-for-animals/nggallery/thumbnails).

This year the title of the Summer School was: Animal 
Ethics and Law: creating a positive change for Animals.

I do not exaggerate if I say that it was one of the most 
important experiences of my life, both as a researcher 
and as an activist for animal rights. First of all, because 

I was confronted with people from all over the world. 
At the end, unfortunately, I realized that in every part 
of the world animals are considered objects. Most 
importantly, the summer school  dealt with every aspect 
related to the protection of animals., As a consequence, 
it provided many interesting stimuli for my research 
topics. Last but not least, it allowed me to meet and to 
listen people very motivated and prepared to fight for 
our animal brothers, not in a welfarist perspective but 
aimed at liberation of animals from cages.

The following is a brief summary of what  emerged from 
the summer school.

The first important news was given by Marita Giménez-
Candela, Full Professor of Law at the Universitat 
Autònoma de Barcelona and Director for the Master 
in Animal Law and Society (http://www.uab.cat/web/
postgraduate/master-in-animal-law-and-society-

onsite-/generalinformation-1217916968009.html/
param1-2826_en/param2-2014/), and Nuria Menédez 
de Llano, Director of Observatorio de Justicia y Defensa 

ARE WE READY TO OPEN THE CAGES? 
Brief report of the Summer School Animal

Ethics and Law
Oxford 2018

Alumni del Máster 
Tarah Daly (Ireland), Maria Helena Saari (Finland), Martina Pluda (Italy), 

Directora del Máster, Nuria Menéndez de Llano (OJDA)



Animal (OJDA), in the Spanish civil code animals will no longer considered things but sentient beings.

 A very important step forward for  civil law countries like Italy. In the common law countries, however, animal protection 

is extremely lacking. More generally, Europe is much further ahead in animal welfare legislation with respect to other 
developed countries such as New Zealand, Canada and the United States.

In the United States, Steve Wise, a lawyer and president of the NonHuman Rights Project(https://www.nonhumanrights.
org/) , has challenged the American courts to recognize the status of person in some primates held in “depressing” and 



“deprived” conditions. The object of his legal battle was not a generic improvement of the well-being of the primates 
but, rather, their total liberation. The documentary “Unlocking the cage”, winner of several prizes, focused on this 
battle. Wise’s struggle has extended to elephants and certainly constitutes a milestone in the battle for the recognition 
of fundamental rights to animals.

From the Summer School it emerged, unfortunately, that even if there are laws protecting animals, most of them are  
un-enforceable and ineffective. Moreover, the judges themselves often lack the right sensitivity to recognize to the 
animal an inherent value, although we see a positive trend. On this level we must work a lot by focusing on the change 
of vision of the animal in society so that this pushes the States to recognize the importance of protecting animals as 
a value of growth of society, for example, giving the police forces both more money and people for the protection 
of crimes against animals. It is a point that has emerged in many reports by speakers from different parts of the 
world. Therefore, it is a more common problem than one can imagine. What has been most significant is precisely the 
importance of social action. Acting on the society and then changing and implementing the rules was the mantra of 
the Summer School.

Act in society, how? Another important point is that the animal rights advocates should not expect that showing 
terrible images of slaughterhouses, tortured animals etc can  change people’s mind. This does not happen or, if it 

happens, it is just a temporary change.  The person becomes vegetarian-vegan for a month and then resumes eating 
meat. I must confess, that this was the most demoralizing information that I acquired during the summer school. The 
essence of the speech is that if a person is ready to take the decisive step, then the images can be the decisive click. 
However, if a person is not ready, when seeing the images he/she will feel guilty and may decide to change, but if he/
she has not matured the awareness within him/herself he/she will resume eating meat.. After all, if it were so simple 
we would not be looking for solutions or strategies to try to make people connect the meat and the animal that 
suffers. Unlike other conferences or events in which I participated this Summer School has addressed the animal issue 
always keeping the animal at the center. The issues of environment and health that derive from the change of food 
have remained in the background, so much so that it has been noted that it is important not to rejoice if chains like 
McDonald’s or other companies that have no ethical relevance for the protection of animals offer vegan sandwiches 
and / or vegetarian because this does not correspond absolutely to an increase in awareness among the customers of 
these chains towards the animals which, rather, often consume the McVeg because they consider it healthier since it 
also has the certification of the Vegetarian Society.

At the level of animal experimentation there is no reason to rejoice, because unfortunately it was confirmed what I 
wrote several years ago for the Leal in the report R as a scam, (http://www.leal.it/rivista/84_RcomeRaggiro.pdf). 

The 63/2010 Directive did not lead to any reduction in animal tests and indeed in conjunction with the Reach regulation, 
the number of animals used in research has increased exponentially. Among other things, it must be borne in mind 



that countries like China have no regulation and most of 
the states in the world do not even have the minimum 
European restrictions. Furthermore, the European 
cosmetics directive which has banned cosmetic testing 
does not in any way affect the single ingredient that 
often falls under Reach as chemical-based ingredients 
and that many companies test ingredients outside 
Europe to circumvent bans. So the only way to reduce 
these tests is also in this case act on a social and cultural 
level and buy only natural products. Each of us can make 
the difference.

In short, at a social and cultural level the road is very 
long but the good news is that it is the right one and we 
are so many.

Ps: I invite you to visit the We animals (http://weanimals.
org/)  website of the photographer who made the 
photographs dedicated to the Summer School, Jo Anne 
Mcarthur.

Author: Paola Sobbrio, PhD and independent researcher

El tratamiento de los Animales se contempla a día de hoy como un espacio holístico de estudio y acción, pero no 
hay demasiados ejemplos de verdadera cooperación científica organizada, salvo el que, desde hace años venimos 
practicando en la UAB y esfera UAB algunos profesionales del Derecho, Veterinaria, Ciencias Clásicas, Ciencias 
de la Salud, Sociología, Biodiversidad. De ahí la coherencia de la creación del ICALP (International Center for 
Animal Law and Policy).


