
Studying the Master in Animal Law and Society is an 
excellent opportunity for anyone interested in working 
for the benefit of animals to better themselves both aca-
demically and professionally, to find pleasure in the ex-
change of ideas and feelings with open and like-minded 
others, and as a perfect next step toward helping to make 
a more animal-friendly world. But in addition to all this, 
I would also say that from my experience, the chance to 
pursue this opportunity in Barcelona adds realms of plea-

sure and possibility that can fill this year of study with 
life-changing growth and experience. I honestly feel that 
it was the combination of the study and the lifestyle that 
made this opportunity truly special, for it was particu-
larly the personal and communal elements of the course 
that provided the most advantages for me as a student, 
and the lifestyle I was able to enjoy for the rest of the 
time there, the ability to sustain myself as a student by 
simultaneously working, and the time, room and motiva-
tion for personal growth and enjoyment that ensured the 
experience was as fulfilling as possible. 

Firstly, I must say that with a year having passed since 
I completed the Master, it was definitely an excellent 
choice for me. Having graduate with a law degree but 
with a lack of direction, this Master provided me with 

the opportunity to pursue legal studies in perfect combi-
nation with my interest of animal activism and pursuing 
an animal-friendly lifestyle, while helping me to draw 
connections between animals and the law, ethics, sci-
ence, philosophy and other disciplines, and providing me 
with a well-rounded animal knowledge-base that I feel 
confident has set me on the best path for the future. With 
an internship as both a compulsory element of the course 
and organised by the coordination, the Master ensures 
a minimum of 80 hours of practical experience, which 
is extremely helpful for not only putting some of the 
knowledge learned on the course into practice, but for 
boosting the CV and opening doors in the future.  

Based on my experience, I would strongly recommend 
getting involved in the course at the university to really 
enjoy the countless opportunities, available to all and 
with no end of benefit. The ability to speak in person 
with the professors during and after classes is exception-
al for networking, getting extra information or pursuing 

lines of thoughts with those in the best position to aid 
and advise. Building a relationship with staff and col-
leagues opens doors to involvement in the ICALP and re-
lated projects, as well as the opportunity to contribute to 
the Animal Law website and journal, which enables the 
pursuit of animal interests in a way that is an excellent 
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opportunity for boosting the CV and building up a pro-
fessional portfolio. Once a student and part of the Master 
team, one becomes connected with the greater ideals and 
aspirations of the Master, and part of a large and rapidly-
growing network of academic and vocational expertise 
that functions as a source of support and inspiration for 
the steps that follow the completion of the course. The 
interpersonal element of the Master – the connections 
made along the way and the personal and professional 
bonds that are formed – are what makes this course truly 
effective for creating and securing space for animal in-
terests in the world. On top of all this, the University has 
some beautiful field and forest areas that are perfect for 
reading and relaxing in the fairer weather months, and an 
enormous library and indoor study area for the rest of the 
time, offering a place for focused thinking and produc-
tive study that enables the crucial distinction to be made 
between the study and work environment and the home. 

I have also found the city of Barcelona itself to be a won-
derful place for an animal advocate to be based. Having 
declared itself a ‘veggie-friendly’ city in 2016, it caters 
extremely well to a vegan and animal-friendly lifestyle, 
and by using social platforms it is simple to get involved 
in animal activism taking place in the city. I would also 
add that with such an enormous, diverse, cosmopolitan 
social scene, it is an excellent place for ideas to be shared 
and open-mindedness to thrive. 

In terms of intellectual growth and development, and 
in addition to gaining specialisation in Animal Law, the 
combination of studying the Master with a year spent liv-
ing in Spain provides an excellent opportunity for learn-
ing and improving Spanish. Nine months of blended 
English and Spanish classes offers more than enough 
time and motivation to reach a solid foundational under-
standing of the language, or even advance basic skills 
to working standards excellent for communication, for 
a CV and future career prospects, travel prospects, and 
all the benefits that come with adding the understanding 
of another language to one’s repertoire. It is not just the 
course itself that provides this opportunity, but the city 
itself hosts many social language exchange groups that 
regularly meet in city hotspots, and provides the chance 
to live and integrate with locals, as well as offering prac-
tice throughout day to day life.

It is also a place in which I found it relatively easy to 
sustain myself financially over the academic year. Being 
a native English speaker, or even just having the level of 
English adequate enough to follow the course, would be 
sufficient to teach English as a foreign language, either 
privately or with an academy, in the city. Private classes 
are easy to get hold of, enjoyable to pursue, and can be 
scheduled to fit your timetable, as well as good cash in 
hand to support day to day costs. Given the immense 
touristic element to the city, the service industry offers 
plenty of flexible jobs that, in my experience, seemed to 

value being able to speak English as much as being able 
to speak Spanish, and also help with learning Spanish, 
getting to know locals and local customs, and adapting 
to life there. 

Above all, Barcelona is a truly wonderful, place to be, 
and has something for everyone. It functions as both a 
modern, fast-paced environment and a cultural and cos-
mopolitan hub buzzing with life and liveliness. The city 
can also be very easily escaped, for hiding behind the 

hills that surround the city is a vast expanse of national 
park, rural towns and villages, and the spectacular Costa 
Brava, which boasts some of the most stunning coastline 
of the Mediterranean. For those who have never visited, 
Barcelona can be a gateway to the rest of Spain – without 
doubt one of the most fascinating and spectacular coun-
tries in Europe - and for others from further afield, a gate-
way to the rest of Europe. 

For anyone on the fence about choosing to study onsite 
or online, I would say that the opportunities and advan-
tages of a year in Barcelona are too great to miss. There 
is a lot to be said for living abroad and gaining a close 
and personal insight into life in a society different to one 
that you have always known. Putting yourself in unfa-
miliar circumstances that can perhaps seem scary and 
uncomfortable is one of the best ways to learn empathy 
and gain greater understanding of the world and the hu-
man condition. But gaining perception and perspective 
is, I believe, a unique and insightful path toward greater 
understanding and appreciation of animals in this world 
– a fundamental tenet of the Master and something that 
all its members will strongly believe in. Seizing this 
opportunity with an open mind, a passion for study, an 
enthusiasm for personal development and ambition for 
success, an animal advocate could not find a setup that 
offered more opportunity for achieving personal and 
professional goals, the forming of lasting social and aca-
demic relationships, and exploring and expanding inter-
ests in a wonderful new environment. As in any aspect of 
life, you can only expect to get back as much as you are 
willing to put in, and Barcelona revealed this to me more 
spectacularly than any other opportunity ever has. 

El tratamiento de los Animales se contempla a día de hoy como un espacio holístico de estudio y acción, pero no 
hay demasiados ejemplos de verdadera cooperación científica organizada, salvo el que, desde hace años venimos 
practicando en la UAB y esfera UAB algunos profesionales del Derecho, Veterinaria, Ciencias Clásicas, Ciencias 
de la Salud, Sociología, Biodiversidad. De ahí la coherencia de la creación del ICALP (International Center for 
Animal Law and Policy).


