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On March 19th of 2019, political 
scientist, diplomat and animal 
rights protectionist Prof. Peter J. Li 
(University of Houston Downtown) 
came to the Autonomous University of 
Barcelona to give a lecture regarding 
animals’ rights in China.

First off, Prof. Peter J. Li gave a 
brief explanation about himself as a 
person, as well as his career path and 
achievements. To determine how he 
got, from being a political scientist, into 
an animal rights investigator, one of the 
things he reveals is a story about apple 
harvesting, and how in the West the 
collectors would leave 5 apples on the 
trees, instead of taking them in order to 

maximize economic benefit, so the birds 
could enjoy them. This compelling 
anecdote illustrates a change of mindset 
between general eastern capitalist states 

and western ones, and how animals are 
creatures to be taken care of, instead of 
taken profit from. Prof. Peter Li then 
discovered he needed to become the 
voice of the voiceless.

The formal lecture comes to a start with 
Prof. Peter Li explaining the philosophy 
of animal cruelty in China; cruel 
experiences such as the normalized 
existence of brutal slaughterhouses, 
as well as a generalized forma 
mentis that has shown to be neutral 
on animal unease and discomfort.  
Although in the last 30 years China 
has become a vast and enormous 
country, animals haven’t necessarily 
been given a better protection, at the 
least proportionate to the country’s 
economic growth. On the contrary, 
besides the overly hot and cold places 
and the high altitude in some territories, 
there are still lots of problems to 
solve, such as poor animal treatment 
at Zoo’s -not only by staff, but also 

from visitors-, the presence of abusive 
animal product farms for fur, and a 
meat mass production that has reached 
over 27% of the world’s meat, partially 
because of the importance of eating 
fresh meat instead of frozen one, which 
contributes to an increased harm for 
animals as a consequence of their 
transport. Eating dog, moreover, is a 
subculture, and it has created dilemmas 
such as dog (and cat) stealing for their 
posterior commercialization, usually by 
violent peasants, who are also the ones 
in charge of the animal farms before 
mentioned.

Next, and with the public’s active 
participation, he goes on to propose 
the question: Why is this happening in 
China? Is there any chance it is going to 
get better in the future? 

Prof. Peter Li gives a deep insight into 
the possible cause, but also the possible 
solution to animal cruelty. Whereas it 
is socially justified for being a part of 
culture, such as dog eating in China, he 
comes to realize that meanwhile that 
can operate as a possible explanation to 
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the problem, it is by no means a justification for it. Women’s 
inferiority was also dictated by culture back then. Slavery was 
a part of culture back then. 

However, Prof. Peter Li explains a very powerful point. That 
is, animals’ rights protection is already in deep into Chinese 
culture. For example, China’s Buddhist tradition in some 
territories, which is based on a profound respect to animals, 
as well as the importance of vegetarianism, or even a good 
woman’s social construct based on her will to free animals, 
and, last but not least, the growing respect for animals and low 
tolerance to cruelty from the youngsters; all of this, according 
to Peter J. Li, leads to thinking that animal cruelty can no longer 
be justified on the grounds of national economic growth.

This, in turn, means that there is hope and that, for example, 
animal cruelty can be prosecuted by other ways even though 
currently there is not an anti-cruelty law in China. Child 
protection law against traumatizing kids because of public 
slaughter; food safety law against stolen cats and dogs; and 
even public health law, to be able to prosecute animal poisoning 
for its capture.

Therefore, Prof. Peter J. Li concludes, the future is not written 
on the walls. There is hope!

El tratamiento de los Animales se contempla a día de hoy como un espacio holístico de estudio y acción, pero no 
hay demasiados ejemplos de verdadera cooperación científica organizada, salvo el que, desde hace años venimos 
practicando en la UAB y esfera UAB algunos profesionales del Derecho, Veterinaria, Ciencias Clásicas, Ciencias 
de la Salud, Sociología, Biodiversidad. De ahí la coherencia de la creación del ICALP (International Center for 
Animal Law and Policy).


